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Medical  Officer’s  Report 

For  the  year  ending  December,  1902. 


To  the  Tunstall  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  my  Eleventh  Annual 
Report,  and  beg  to  congratulate  the  Council  upon  the 
improvement  in  the  conditions  of  health  and  mortality  in 
the  township,  which  have  prevailed  throughout  the  year, 
and  which  would  have  appeared  still  more  favourable  but 
for  a  sudden  rise  in  the  infant  mortality  during  the  month 
of  December,  co-incident  with  the  sudden  snap  of  severe 
weather  then  experienced. 


POPULATION. 

Calculated  to  the  middle  of  1902,  the  population  of  the 
district  now  amounts  to  19,962,  and  the  statistics  in  this 
report  are  based  upon  that  estimate.  The  area  of  the 
district  remains  the  same  as  in  1901,  viz.,  1,015  acres, 
giving  a  density  of  population  of  19*6  persons  per  acre. 
The  number  of  inhabited  houses  as  per  the  census  of  1901 
was  3,768,  and  the  average  number  of  persons  per  house 
5'2. 


BIRTHS. 

822  Births  have  been  registered  during  the  year,  6  of 
this  number  having  been  born  in  the  workhouse.  Of  the 
corrected  number  816,  41 1  were  male  births  and  405 

female  births,  and  represent  an  annual  rate  of  increase  of 
40’8  per  1,000  living.  This  rate  is  4^5  greater  than  that 
recorded  for  the  preceding  year,  but  is  about  the  average 
rate  for  the  past  1  o  years.  In  addition  I  find  that  the 
interments  of  50  still-born  children  from  Tunstall  district 
have  been  registered  at  the  Cemetery. 
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DEATHS. 

396  Deaths  (208  males  and  188  females)  have  been 
registered  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the  district. 
In  addition,  24  persons  (19  males  and  5  females)  belonging 
to  Tunstall  have  died  in  Chell  Workhouse,  2  men  have 
died  in  the  North  Staffordshire  Infirmary,  and  4  deaths 
have  occurred  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Bradwell. 
These^figures  give  an  annual  death  rate  of  19*8  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  population  in  the  former  case,  while  the 
total  deaths  shew  it  as  21*3  per  1,000.  For  the  previous 
year  the  rates  were  23-3  and  24*4  calculated  as  above. 

The  lowest  monthly  rates  were  recorded  in  September 
and  October,  and  the  highest  rates  in  November  and 
December.  The  subjoined  table  shews  the  death  rate  for 
the  last  10  years. 


Year. 

Population 
Estimated 
to  Middle 
of  each 
year. 

Births 

Total  Deaths 
Registered  in  the 
District. 

Deaths  of 
Residents 
registered 
in  Public 
Instit’tions 
in  the 
District. 

Nett 

Deaths  at 
all  ages 
belonging 
to  District 

Num¬ 

ber 

Rate 

Under  i 
year  of  age 

At  all  Ages 

Num 

her 

Rate 

per 

1000 

bi’ths 

reg. 

Num 

her 

Rate 

Num 

ber 

Rate 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

I  ^900 

16065 

16065 

16362 

16510 

16658 

16807 

169156 

18516 

19492 

593 

640 

653 
644 
7  32 
665 
701 
700 

795 

708 

3  7*2 

39- 8 

40- 6 

39’3 

44*3 

39‘9 

41- 7 
41  ‘2 

42- 9 
36-3 

Il8 

132 

113 

186 

I42 

156 

163 

126 

141 

156 

198 

206 

173 

288 

m 

234 

232 

181 

241 

221 

349 

321 

320 

428 

347 

349 

430 

383 

544 

455 

21’9 

x9'9 

:9'9 

26  I 
21 

20 '9 

25’5 
22 -5 

29 '3 

23'3 

22 

455 

23'3 

Averages 
for  years 
1902- 1 

16933U 

683 

40-3 

143 

216-8 

392 

23 

22 

455 

23‘3 

1902 

19962 

816 

40-8 

145 

177*6 

396 

19-8 

30 

426 

21*3 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

The  deaths  under  one  year  numbered  145.  This  number 
represents  an  infant  mortality  of  177*6  per  1,000  births 
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registered.  The  average  rate  for  the  last  10  years  is  216*8 
so  that  there  is  a  decided  improvement  in  this  direction. 
Still  this  rate  is  much  too  high  and  no  efforts  should  be 
spared  to  bring  the  rate  down  to  at  most  100.  The  high 
birth  rate  which  is  maintained  in  Tunstall  has  doubtless  an 
intimate  relation  to  the  high  infant  mortality,  but  much 
good  can  doubtless  be  done  by  a  system  of  instruction  in 
the  feeding  of  young  children,  and  also  in  the  best  methods 
of  nursing  them  during  sickness.  The  impure  surroundings 
and  vitiated  atmosphere  in  which  many  children  are  forced 
to  spend  their  lives  are  also  subjects  which  should  seriously 
concern  the  Council. 

ZYMOTIC  DEATH  RATE. 

The  deaths  attributed  to  the  seven  diseases  included 
under  this  heading  according  to  the  Registrar-General’s 
classification,  viz.,  Small  Pox,  Measles,  Scarlatina,  Diph¬ 
theria,  Fevers,  Whooping  Cough  and  Diarrhoea,  number 
46,  in  which  are  included  three  deaths  which  took  place  at 
the  Isolation  Plospital.  This  number  shews  a  considerable 
improvement  over  1901,  when  60  deaths  were  recorded. 
The  rate  works  out  at  2*3  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  3*1 
for  the  preceding  year.  Diphtheria  has  again  claimed  the 
most  victims,  although  there  is  a  considerable  decrease  in 
the  deaths  from  this  cause  when  compared  with  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year.  The  disease  seems  to  be  closely  associated 
with  warm  damp  weather,  has  a  great  affinity  for  new 
houses,  and  becomes  most  prevalent  on  the  the  resumption 
of  school  attendance  after  holiday  time.  I  beg  to  reiterate 
the  recommendations  I  have  repeatedly  made  anent  the 
paving  of  all  back  passages,  and  the  necessity  for  all  back 
kitchens  to  be  fitted  with  proper  out-flow  pipes  from  the 
slopstones. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  town  suffered  from 
an  epidemic  of  Measles,  affecting  chiefly  very  young  child¬ 
ren.  The  schools  were  all  closed  with  the  exception  ol 
King  Street  School,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  the  epidemic 
quickly  spent  itself. 

There  has  been  a  satisfactory  absence  of  Scarlet  Fever 
and  Diarrhoea  during  the  year. 
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DISEASES  OF  THE  NERVOUS  SYSTEM 

have  caused  45  deaths.  Of  these  28  have  been  attributed 
to  Convulsions  in  young  children. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  RESPIRATORY  SYSTEM 

have  caused  95  deaths,  a  decrease  of  5  as  compared  with 
the  preceding  year.  The  deaths  have  occurred  chiefly  at 
the  extreme  ages  of  life,  and  at  times  of  the  year  when 
seasonal  influences  are  mostly  felt.  This  was  especially 
the  case  in  the  months  of  November  and  December,  when 
Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis  claimed  many  young  children 
as  victims. 


CONSTITUTIONAL  DISEASES 

have  caused  56  deaths,  of  which  one-half  have  been  attrib¬ 
uted  to  Phthisis  Pulmonates.  A  large  proportion  of  the 
cases  have  been  Fibroed  Phthisis,  and  have  nearly  all 
occurred  among  persons  employed  in  branches  of  pottery 
manufacture,  thus  suggesting  defects  in  the  sanitary  con¬ 
ditions  of  the  work  rooms. 

44  deaths  have  been  registered  under  ill  defined  causes, 
such  as  Marasmus,  Congenital  Debility  and  Inanition,  and 
as  the  mortality  is  almost  entirely  among  the  young  children 
of  the  lower  classes,  the  causes  of  such  are  to  be  found  in 
defective  vigour  of  the  parents,  want  of  purification  in  the 
houses  and  imperfectness  in  the  feeding  and  nursing  of  the 
children. 


VACCINATION. 

522  children  have  been  successfully  vaccinated  during 
the  year,  and  no  cases  of  Small  Pox  have  arisen  since  my 
last  annual  report. 

REMOVAL  OF  NIGHT  SOIL  AND  ASHES. 

The  new  method  of  dealing  with  Ashes,  House  Refuse 
and  Night  Soil  has  proved  very  satisfactory  in  the  greater 
efficiency  and  promptitude  with  which  the  work  is  carried 
out.  I  notice,  however,  that  the  practice  of  turning  Ashes, 
etc.,  into  the  street  for  collection  has  not  yet  been  com¬ 
pletely  abolished.  This  is  a  matter  for  further  attention. 
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Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  abolishing 
existing  privies,  no  fewer  than  423  having  been  converted 
into  water  closets. 

I  am  pleased  to  note  a  great  improvement  in  the  condi¬ 
tion  and  cleanliness  of  all  the  streets  in  the  town. 


BACK  ENTRIES. 

I  am  glad  to  find  the  paving  of  these  entries  has  received 
your  careful  attention  during  the  year,  and  trust  the  work 
will  go  on  uninterruptedly  till  every  entry  in  the  town  has 
been  paved. 

Permit  me  to  point  out  the  necessity  for  paving  back 
Sneyd  Street  and  the  passage  leading  from  Sneyd  Street 
into  Brewery  Street  and  Albert  Street.  This  passage  has 
become  a  nuisance  to  the  residents  living  near,  from  the 
fact  of  it  being  used  regularly  as  a  public  convenience. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of 
Infectious  sickness  notified  during  the  year  : — 


Diphtheria 
Membranous  Croup 
Erysipelus 
Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
Puerperal  Fever 


60  cases 
3  >> 

H  1, 

22  „ 

16  ,, 

1  „ 


20  cases  of  Diphtheria,  1 1  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  8 
cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  removed  to  Hospital  for  treat¬ 
ment.  When  the  patient  remained  at  home  isolation  has 
been  secured  as  far  as  possible,  personal  advice  given,  and 
each  house  wherein  attacks  were  notified  has  been  disin¬ 
fected. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

is  as  usual.  I  have  heard  no  complaints  either  with  regard 
to  the  quality  of  the  water  or  constancy  and  abundance  of 
the  supply. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 

The  District  Council  having  now  become  the  Authority 
responsible  for  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  workshops 
and  workplaces  in  its  district.  Your  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  myself  have  made  systematic  visits  throughout  the 
year  to  all  the  workshops  known  to  us,  and  I  beg  to  submit 
the  following  report  regarding  such. 

86  Workshops  have  been  registered  in  the  township, 
distributed  for  the  subjoined  uses  : — 


Dressmaking  ...  9 

Millinery...  ...  9 

Tailoring  ...  9 

Bootmending  ...  10 

Saddlery  ...  ...  2 

Baking  ...  ...  9 

Tinworking  ...  2 

Plumbing  ...  4 

Hosiery  Knitting  ...  2 

Smithies  ...  ...  3 

Coopers  ...  ...  2 


Clogging...  ...  1 

Cabinetmaking  ...  4 

Boatbuilding  ...  1 

Cratemaking  ...  9 

Joinering  ...  5 

Cycle  repairing  ...  1 

Confectionery  ...  1 

Coach  building  ...  1 

Firewood  cutting  ...  1 

Vinegar  making  ...  1 


CLEANLINESS. 

With  the  exception  of  6  of  the  above  which  were  badly 
in  want  of  lime  washing,  we  had  no  complaints  to  make 
with  regard  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  rooms.  Notices  have 
been  given  to  the  occupiers  of  the  defective  workshops, 
and  steps  will  be  taken  to  see  that  the  lime  washing 
required  be  complied  with. 

AIR  SPACES. 

In  no  case  was  there  any  overcrowding.  The  inmates 
of  all  the  rooms  were,  in  point  of  numbers,  considerably 
below  that  allowed  by  the  cubic  space  of  the  rooms. 


VENTILATION. 

Two  of  the  tenements  were  underground,  but  in  each 
case,  being  occupied  by  but  one  worker  the  ventilation  was 
quite  satisfactory,  as  indeed  it  was  in  all  the  other  rooms. 
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SANITARY  CONVENIENCES. 

With  one  exception,  that  of  Messrs.  Scales,  Boot 
repairers,  the  workrooms  are  all  supplied  with  suitable 
sanitary  conveniences.  One  workroom  was  being  used  as 
a  sleeping  room  by  the  worker,  but,  on  my  request,  the 
bed  was  at  once  removed  by  the  proprietor. 

In  a  few  instances  the  cubic  space  of  the  room  had  not 
been  ascertained,  nor  any  notice  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  posted  up  in  the  room.  It  will  be  advisable  for  a 
supply  of  these  notices  to  be  in  the  hands  of  your  Clerk  or 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  distribution  among  such  occupiers 
as  are  not  already  supplied. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


WILLIAM  PARTINGTON. 


IO 


Deaths  Registered  •from  all  Causes  during  the  Year  1902 
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II. 

Parasitic  Diseases 

III. 

Dietic  Diseases 

IV. 

Constitutional  Diseases 

3 

13 

1 

5 

9 

8 

10 
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V. 

Developmental  Diseases 
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1 
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VI. 

Local  Diseases 
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3 
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VII. 

Deaths  from  Violence... 
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VIII. 

Deaths  from  Ill-Defined 

and  Not  Specified  Causes 

44 

3 

... 

... 

4 
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... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

52 

Totals .  . 

M5 

81 

8 

11 

24 

19 

36 

40 

29 

3 

... 

396 

SUMMARY. 


No.  of 
Deaths 


I. — Specific  Febrile,  or  Zymotic  Diseases. 

1.  Miasmatic  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  38 

2.  Diarrhceal  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

3.  Malarial 

4.  Zoogenous 

5.  Venereal  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

6.  Septic  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

II. — Parasitic  Diseases  ... 

III.  — Dietic  Diseases. 

IV.  — Constitutional  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  56 

V. — Developmental  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  38 

VI. — Local  Diseases. 

1.  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  ...  ...  45 

2.  Diseases  of  Organs  of  Special  Sense 

3.  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  ...  ...  28 

4.  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ..  95 

5.  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  ...  ...  17 

6.  Diseases  of  Lymphatic  System 

7.  Diseases  of  Gland-like  Organs  of  Uncertain  Use  ... 

8.  Diseases  of  Urinary  System  ...  ...  9 

9.  Diseases  of  Reproductive  System 

(a) .  Diseases  of  Organs  of  Generation  ...  1 

( b ) .  Diseases  of  Parturition  ...  3 

10.  Diseases  of  Bones  and  Joints 

11.  Diseases  of  Integumentary  System  ...  ...  1 

VII.— Violence. 

1.  Accident  or  Negligence  ...  ...  ...  4 

2.  Homicide 

3.  Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

4.  Execution 

VIII. — Ill-Defined  and  not  Specified  Causes  ...  ...  52 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK 

Done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances’  Department  during'  the 
year  1902  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Tunstall. 


Inspec¬ 

tions 

and 

Obser¬ 

vations 

made. 

Formal 

Notices 

a  by 

Author¬ 

ity. 

1 

Nuis¬ 

ances 

Abated 

after 

Notice. 

Dwelling-  fFoul  Conditions 
houses  |  Structural  Defects 
and  J  Overcrowding  ... 

Schools.  1  Unfit  for  Habitation 

Lodging-houses  (Inspected  by  Police) 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

Cowsheds 

Bakehouses 

Slaughter-houses 

Canal  Boats 

Ashpits  and  Privies  repaired 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

Water  Closets, 

House  (  defective  Traps  ...  .. 

Drainage  i  No  Dlsconnection 

Drainage  j  0ther  Fauks . 

Water  Supply  ... 

Pigsties 

Animals  improperly  kept  .. 

Offensive  Trades 

Smoke  Nuisances 

Other  Nuisances 

663 

659 

4 

74 

48 

30 

144 

89 

371 

9 

489 

78 

14 

1 

2 

289 

285 

4 

3 

9 

2 

597 

594 

4 

3 

37i 

9 

423 

78 

2 

Totals 

2675 

592 

2081 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Meat  (Surrendered) 

Samples  of  Food  taken  for  Analysis 

,,  Found  Adulterated  ...  ...  ...  ’’’ 

»j  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

j?  5,  Condemned  as  unfit  for  use 

Nos. 

Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Stoved  or  Destroyed 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 

Schools  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  not  Notifying  Existence  of  Infectious  Disease 
Convictions  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or  Things  ... 

Convictions  ditto  ditto 

27 

Disinfectants  have  been  supplied  and  freely  used  in  any  cases  under  this  heading, 


Date  22nd  Jan.,  1903 


(Signed),  J.  F.  ADDISON,  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


